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Note to Students, Parents, and Teachers 
 
Events of spring 2020 encouraged the development of materials that could be used by students learning 
at home and unable to attend the Little Red Schoolhouse program in person. This packet contains 
information students can use to prepare for an off-site experience of a one-room school.  
 
The usual lessons at the schoolhouse are taught by retired local school teachers and employees of the 
Marathon County Historical Society. A full set of lessons has been video-recorded and posted to our 
YouTube channel, which  you can access through the Little Red Schoolhouse page on our website. 
 
 If you have any questions, please call the Marathon County Historical Society office at 715-842-5750 

and leave a message for Anna or Sandy, or email Sandy at sblock@marathoncountyhistory.org 
 
 

On-Site Schoolhouse Daily Schedule 
 
9:00 am Arrival Time. 
 If you attended the Schoolhouse in person, the teacher would ring the bell to signal 

children to line up in two lines, boys and girls, in front of the door. Everyone would recite 
the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. Students would then file into school, girls first. They 
would take their places in rows of desks, girls on one side, boys on the other side. 

 
9:30 am Reading and Recitation using McGuffey’s Eclectic Readers. 
 
10:00 am Arithmetic problems using lap slates. 
 
10:30 am Recess with turn-of-the-century games and bathroom break. 
 
11:00 am Penmanship exercises using dip pens and ink. 
 
11:45 am Lunch with free play and bathroom break. 
 
12:30 am Geography and Current Events using a turn-of-the-century map. 
 
1:00 pm Old-fashioned Spelling Bee.  
 
1:45 pm Chores including re-stocking of wood stove and general clean-up of the classroom and 

schoolhouse grounds. 
 
2:00 pm School Dismissed. 

Spelling Bee  
 
Divide students into two even groups. Alternate groups as one student per team attempts to spell a word. If 
they spell correctly, they stay in the game. If they miss, they sit down. The following word lists can be used. 



Spelling Bee Procedure 
 
For a traditional spelling bee, teacher chooses two team captains. The captains then take turns choosing one 
student at a time to add to their team. (Hint: Require captains to alternate boys and girls in their choices.) 
Have teams stand in parallel lines from the front row of desks extending to the back of the room. Teacher 
stands in the front of the room to explain the procedure.  
 
The teacher chooses a team to begin. Teacher will pronounce a word, use it once in a sentence, and repeat the 
word. The student who is first in line tries to spell the word. Students who spell their words correctly move to 
the back of their team’s line. Students who spell their word incorrectly are “out” and should sit down at a 
desk. The student who is first in line from the other team will then have a chance to try to spell the same word 
correctly. Words and teams then alternate until only two students, one from each team, remain. At this point, 
when both students misspell a word, the word is thrown out and both spellers are given another word. This 
continues until one misspells a word and the other student spells the same word correctly. The winner may 
receive a small prize. 
 
 Students must speak loudly and clearly when spelling. 
 Students who are waiting for their turn or who are out must remain silent. 
 Spellers have one chance per word to correct themselves. 

EASY WORDS 
 
DATE 
 
FEEL 
 
PILE 
 
LATE 
 
MILE 
 
CURE 
 
FADE 
 
LIKE 
 
CUBE 
 
RATE 
 
BOLT 
 
TUBE 
 
CAME 
 
FEED 
 
FIRE 
 
BONE 
 

 
 
SAME 
 
BEEF 
 
TIRE 
 
TONE 
 
PAGE 
 
DEED 
 
LIFE 
 
HOPE 
 
CAGE 
 
KEEP 
 
WIFE 
 
ROPE 
 
WAKE 
 
WEED 
 
HIDE 
 
NOTE 
 
HUGE 

 
 
DEEP 
 
RIDE 
 
HOLD 
 
WEEP 
 
CHIP 
 
SHOT 
 
BUMP 
 
GRAB 
 
SHIP 
 
LUMP 
 
SLED 
 
SPOT 
 
PUMP 
 
SLIP 
 
JUMP 
 
THEN 
 
DRIP 

 
 
BRAG 
 
GENT 
 
SPIT 
 
BEST 
 
CRIB 
 
FROG 
 
JUST 
 
GIFT 
 
KING 
 
STOP 
 
SHUT 
 
WEST 
 
DEAL 
 
CARD 
 
TELL 
 
HARD 
 
MEAL 

 
 
SANK 
 
BARK 
 
NEAT 
 
YELL 
 
DARK 
 
HEAT 
 
BELT 
 
BANG 
 
DIME 
 
HINT 
 
LIME 
 
GAVE 
 
GANG 
 
MINT 
 
HANG 
 
FINE 
 
DULL 



 

MORE EASY 
WORDS 
 
RANG 
 
MINE 
 
NAVY 
 
REAL 
 
FILL 
 
GULL 
 
CLOG 
 
PLOT 
 
BLAZE 
 
DRIVE 
 
GLOBE 
 
TRIBE 
 
SHAPE 
 
STEEP 
 
STONE 
 
BEAD 
 
STATE 
 
FLEET 
 
BRIDE 
 
SHORE 
 
BLAME 
 

 
 
CLEAR 
 
FLAME 
 
SLATE 
 
SHINE 
 
CLASP 
 
SMALL 
 
BRING 
 
STAMP 
 
COAST 
 
GRAND 
 
TOAST 
 
STAND 
 
SWING 
 
CRAFT 
 
THING 
 
HORSE 
 
BROOM 
 
SHORT 
 
LEGAL 
 
HUMAN 
 
SILLY 
 
BUCKET 

 
 
CHARM 
 
SPARE 
 
SHAME 
 
SHEEP 
 
BETTER 
 
FEVER 
 
SLEEP 
 
LETTER 
 
ENTER 
 
SPEED 
 
SECRET 
 
BREEZE 
 
HERO 
 
DANGER 
 
MATTER 
 
ARTIST 
 
PLANET 
 
THIRTY 
 
BITTER 
 
SPIDER 
 
DINNER 
 
SHIRT 

 
 
GIANT 
 
RIVER 
 
SILVER 
 
AWAKE 
 
BEHIND 
 
BEHAVE 
 
ATTEND 
 
ALONE 
 
CONFUSE 
 
BLADE 
 
CREAM 
 
BLIND 
 
CRASH 
 
DREAM 
 
SPEND 
 
GRIND 
 
SHADE 
 
SMASH 
 
TRADE 
 
TRASH 
 
STEAM 
 
SMILE 

 
 
SKATE 
 
DROVE 
 
TEACH 
 
PINCH 
 
BRUSH 
 
CRUSH 
 
STORE 
 
SPIRIT 
 
STORY 
 
BUBBLE 
 
ANGEL 
 
FIFTY 
 
LATER 
 
UNDER 
 
GROUND 
 
GROWL 
 
THREAD 











BIBLIOGRAPHY  
 
Fiction and non-fiction accounts of a one-room school experiences  
  
STUDENTS  
 
Adler, Susan S. Samantha Learns a Lesson: A School Story. Middleton, WI: American Girls 
Collection, Pleasant Company, 1986.  
 
Brink, Carol Ryrie. Caddie Woodlawn. New York, NY: Macmillan Publishing Company, 1935.  
 
Loeper, John J. Going to School in 1876. New York, NY: Atheneum Publishing Company, 
1984.  
 
Montgomery, Lucy Maud. Anne of Green Gables. New York, NY: Bantam Books, Inc., 1992.  
 
Sloane, Eric. The Little Red Schoolhouse: A Sketchbook of Early American Education. New 
York, NY: Doubleday & Company, Inc., 1972.  
 
Wilder, Laura Ingalls. These Happy Golden Years. New York, NY: Harper & Row, 1943.  
  
 
TEACHERS  
 
Cubberley, Ellwood P. Public Education in the United States: A Study and Interpretation of 
American Educational History. Massachusetts: The Riverside Press, 1934.  
 
Falk, Bonnie Hughes. Country School Memories. White Bear Lake, MN: BHF Memories 
Unlimited, Stanton Publication Services, Inc., 1986.  
 
Freeman, Ruth S. Yesterday’s School Books: A Looking Glass for Teachers of Today. New 
York, NY: Century House, 1960.  
 
Good, Harry G. A History of American Education. New York, NY: Macmillan Company, 1962.  
 
Gulliford, Andrew. America’s Country Schools. Washington, D.C.: Preservation Press, 1984.  
 
Nasaw, David. Schooled to Order: A Social History of Public Schooling in the United States. 
New York, NY: Oxford University Press, Inc., 1979.  
 
  
THANK YOU TO THE CHIPPEWA VALLEY MUSEUM OF EAU CLAIRE, WISCONSIN, 
FOR THEIR ASSISTANCE IN PREPAIRING OUR ACTIVITY PACKET.  


